
theleaven.com   |   vol. 36, no. 2   |   july 18, 2014

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
Curious neighbors eyed 
the Catholic Charities of 
Northeast Kansas box truck 
as it slowed and stopped.

Another family was 
moving into the Hillcrest 
Transitional Housing com-
plex in Kansas City, Kansas.

A group of 20-year-old volunteers opened the 
back of the truck and began manhandling furniture 
up to a second-story apartment.

Who were these people helping with the move? 
Kho Khoreh, who spent half his life in a Thailand 
refugee camp, had only a vague idea.

“They are American people,” said Khoreh, 26, 
who will live there with his wife and 4-year-old 
son.

Yes, but not just any “American people.” The sev-
en college-age young men and women who helped 
are part of Saint Paul’s Outreach, part of the leading 
edge of the new evangelization.

“The thing that impacted me the most about 

Summer of Service
Young adult ministry spends summer helping out

John Prost (right) chats with refugee Kho Khoreh as they move furniture into his new apartment. Members of Saint Paul’s Outreach have teamed up with Catholic Charities to move four refugee families 
into new apartments this summer. It was part of the ministry’s “Summer of Service.” 

>> See “projects” on page 4
From left, Michelle Smith, Madison Wasko, and Anna DeMaraispo, pose on the back of the moving truck. The three helped move refugee 
families into apartments this summer.
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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Bev-
erly Collin has just one word 
for women who have suf-
fered sexual trauma: hope.

Collin — who suffered sexual abuse 
herself  — found hope and healing 
through the love of fellow parishio-
ners, the ministry of the church and 
the grace of God.

“Although you never, ever forget 
[the abuse], the impact that it has be-
comes less and less, and the memories 
fade,” said Collin, assistant director of 
the Cedarbreak Retreat Center in the 
Diocese of Austin, Texas.

Collin offers that same hope and 
healing to other women through the 
Healing Hearts Retreat, to be held 
from Aug. 22 to 24 at Savior Pastoral 
Center in Kansas City, Kansas. 

 “This retreat is designed specifical-
ly to help women who have suffered 
some kind of sexual trauma, whether it 
be rape, incest, inappropriate touching, 
sexual assault or whatever — to help 
them begin to heal from the trauma of 
sexual abuse,” said Collin.

Generally, the retreats are limited to 
about 15 women, so each individual can 
receive the attention and support she 
needs.

“We want to provide a gentle, loving 
and supportive atmosphere where the 
women can feel comfortable sharing 

their stories to the degree they want,” 
said Collin. 

“When they first come, we try to set 
boundaries and make them feel com-
fortable,” she continued. “This is a safe 
place. This is their time to be with the 
Lord in whatever capacity they feel 
called.”

In addition to presentations, a heal-
ing service, a Mass, and the opportu-
nity to go to confession, the women 
are given the opportunity to tell their 
stories. A counselor is also available 

during the retreat for the participants, 
should they desire one.

 At the end of the retreat, partici-
pants are often given a token — such as 
a prayer shawl or a rosary — to serve 
as a physical reminder of the peace 
they discovered at the retreat, and to 
help them reconnect with the weekend 
as they move on with their lives. 

In terms of aftercare, Collin keeps 
in touch with the participants through 
emails and encourages those who 
would benefit from it to get counseling 

and spiritual direction.
Sexual trauma can cause night-

mares, depression and anxiety. It can 
also can affect a woman’s relationships 
with other people — particularly her 
spouse — and with God.

“Your relationship with God is 
harmed, because we grow up thinking 
that God is there to protect us and keep 
us safe. So, how could this happen?” 
said Collin. “We can begin to ques-
tion God and withdraw from God, and 
maybe reject God. Part of the retreat is 
reconnecting with the Lord . . . [to] ex-
perience his love again, and [to realize] 
that he never really left you.”

Collin has often seen participants 
be profoundly affected by the retreat 
experience. That said, no weekend 
retreat can provide instant healing or 
solve all problems.

“Sometimes the healing occurs 
weeks and months later,” she said. “I 
tell them, ‘You’re here, your heart is 
open and God will touch you and heal 
you in his time and yours.’” 

“You don’t have to worry about what 
you have to do or not do,” she contin-
ued. “You simply open the door a crack 
and say yes to the Lord, and let the 
Lord do whatever needs to be done.”

The cost for the Healing Hearts 
Retreat is $125, and scholarships are 
available. For information, call Deacon 
Tony Zimmerman, lead consultant for 
the archdiocesan family life office, at 
(913) 647-0329.
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calendar

ArChbIShOP
NAuMANN
july 22 
vespers and dinner with priests 
ordained five years or less

july 24 
“unleashing the love of God” mass 
— holy Spirit, overland Park

july 25 
“catholic Way” recording

july 26 
Pro-life boot camp closing mass — 
St. Patrick, Kansas city, mo.

july 27 
Blessing of renovation — St. Philip 
neri, osawatomie

archdiocesan celebration of 
baptism for children who are the 
third/or more for family — divine 
mercy, Gardner

july 28 
mass at baseball camp with mike 
Sweeney — mid-america West 
Sports complex, Shawnee

mass for X-treme camp — Prairie 
Star ranch, Williamsburg

ArChbIShOP
Keleher
july 20
mass in Brosna

july 27
camp mass
          
july 31
archbishop Keleher’s 83rd birth-
day  

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — The 
need has been apparent for a 
long time, and now Spanish- 
speaking Catholics have access 

to their own, local Spanish language ra-
dio.

Although it had a “quiet launch” in 
January, Radio Levantate Catolico made 
its formal debut with a blessing on June 
19 by Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann.

It would be incorrect, however, to say 
that Radio Levantate Catolico is “on the 
air” or even “broadcasting.” 

Rather, it is an Internet radio station, 
live-streaming its programming 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. It can be ac-
cessed through a home-based computer 
or various mobile devices through use of 
an app.

The station can be found online at: 
www.levantatecatolico.org.

“This is a great thing for our commu-
nity,” said Father Kent O’Connor, pastor 
of Our Lady of Unity Parish in Kansas 
City, Kansas. “I’ve heard over and over 
about the need for a Spanish language 
radio station. Now, we can get it through 
Android or on an iPhone and listen in the 
car or while working. There are all kinds 
of ways to stream.”

Levantate Catolico means “Stand 
up, Catholics,” explained Jose Mejia, 
co-founder and station coordinator. And 
the founding of the station was the result 
of two things: the termination in 2012 of 
La X Super Estación, a program Mejia 
and others had been running for nine 
years, and the temporary assignment of 
Father Ciro Gonzalez, a diocesan priest 
from Colombia, to Our Lady of Unity 
Parish in Kansas City, Kan.

“It was the vision of Father Ciro Gon-

zalez, who was parochial vicar there for 
two years,” said Father O’Connor. “He 
went on vacation to Florida and came 
back inspired, saying, ‘We need a Spanish 
language radio station here as well.’”

When Father Gonzalez returned to 
his diocese in July 2013, oversight for the 
initiative was picked up by Father O’Con-
nor. He, Hispanic ministry animator Fa-
ther Livio Stella, CS, Mejia, and a com-
mittee of five people secured the funding, 
space and equipment for the station.

Funding came from a variety of sourc-
es, including the priests involved, Our 
Lady of Unity Parish, Hispanic ministries 
and the archdiocese. 

The station uses two rooms in the 
basement of the rectory of Our Lady of 
Unity Parish. Its equipment consists of 
three computers, two microphones and a 
mixing board.

The station’s programming is primari-
ly music, said Mejia. 

“We also have soap operas from the 

life of Jesus, from Latin America, some 
reflections from a friend of mine in Mex-
ico, and [my] reflections, for now,” said 
Mejia.

Internet radio is less expensive than 
conventional broadcast radio and liter-
ally has a worldwide reach. What this 
local/international capability means is 
now still undetermined.

“We’re still discovering what that 
means,” said Father O’Connor. “We have 
listeners from all over — Mexico, Cuba 
and Africa. I don’t know how they find 
us.”

Despite being grateful for its reach, 
however, Radio Levantate Catolico is fo-
cusing first on the Spanish-speaking pop-
ulation of the archdiocese.

“Part of our goal is to have a local flair,” 
said Father O’Connor.

For information or to make a contri-
bution to the station, go online to: www.    
levantatecatolico.org, or call Mejia at 
(816) 824-6353.

leaven Photo by Julie holthauS

From left to right, Father Kent O’Connor, Archbishop Joseph Naumann, Father efrén Aguilar, Jose 
Mejia, and Alex Faras stand in front of radio levantate Catolico’s broadcast booth shortly after 
Archbishop Naumann blessed the station on June 19. 

local catholic spanish radio goes worldwide

Healing the heart, ‘reconnecting with the lord’

On Air

The healing hearts retreat, for women who have suffered sexual abuse, will be held from Aug. 22 
to 24 at Savior Pastoral Center in Kansas City, Kansas. 
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EMPORIA — When young pa-
rishioners of St. Catherine Par-
ish here decided they needed a 
youth group, they didn’t wait 

around for adults to start one.
“I’ve always wanted something here,” 

said Emely Magana, who just graduated 
from Emporia High School. “I’ve been 
a part of other youth groups, but nev-
er anything at this parish — and this is 
where I grew up.”

She was excited in the summer of 
2013 when Kevin Sandoval, who will be 
a senior this fall, called with an idea: St. 
Catherine should have a youth group.

Kevin had just returned from a re-
treat that several other teens from the 
parish also attended.

“We went as separate individuals, 
and we gathered money with the help 
of our parents,” he said.

The retreat was really inspiring, but 
it would have been nice, in hindsight, to 
experience it all together.

So Kevin talked to a few friends and 
his parents about how the parish need-
ed a way for youth to gather, “just a 
place for everyone to be who they are.”

By the time he shared the idea with 
Father John Cordes, pastor of St. Cath-
erine and St. Joseph Parish in Olpe, it 
had already gained good momentum.

“He called me about 3 o’clock and 
said, ‘Father, we want to start a youth 
group — we’re going to have a meeting 
at 4. Can you come?’” recalled Father 
Cordes, laughing.

He had Mass at 5 p.m., so he encour-
aged the group to meet anyway and 
promised to catch up afterward.

“We got together after Mass, and 
they said, ‘OK, we met, and here’s our 
name and here’s our slogan,’” he said.

St. Catherine serves a largely His-
panic population in Emporia, and the 
youth decided to call their group “Los 
Nuevos Dicipulos” — “The New Disci-
ples.”

They even knew the person they 
hoped would help lead them.

Amanda Rodriguez, a lifelong pa-
rishioner, was out shopping when one 
of the guys spotted her and spilled the 
news — they wanted her to be their 
sponsor.

“They keep me on my toes,” said Ro-
driguez. “They’re the future of our par-
ish, so it’s nice to see them get involved 
and to teach them all the aspects of the 
church — not just going to Mass, but 
helping with the fundraising part to 
keep our parish going, and then teaching 
them to give back to the community.”

Refreshing approach
For about a year now, teens from sev-

enth grade through high school have 
been gathering regularly (meeting ev-
ery other Sunday) to talk about their 
faith — and to serve others.

Father Cordes found the teenagers’ 
enthusiasm and initiative refreshing, 

and his admiration only grew as they 
started laying out visions for the group.

“One thing I heard quite a bit was, 
‘We want to learn more about our faith,’ 
and I thought, ‘Wow, isn’t that beauti-
ful?’” he said.

They suggested subjects to discuss 
on note cards.

“One of our first topics that we talk-
ed about was the sex topic,” said Mar-
vin Magana, who will be a sophomore.

As awkward as that might seem to 
discuss among acquaintances, it actual-
ly broke the ice.

“I feel like it opened it up for us to 
not be shy around each other,” said 
Emely, “and to know that if we had a 
really awkward question, that it can be 
talked about here.”

Araceli Madrigal, a 2014 high school 
graduate, wondered at first what it 
would be like to have these conversa-
tions with their pastor.

She has been impressed with his 
openness to sharing an adult perspec-
tive and the church’s point of view on 
things.

“These are things that are on their 
hearts and minds that they want to 
talk about and think about,” said Father 
Cordes. “We choose to put it in the light 
of church teaching, and why the church 
teaches what she teaches — and with 
good reason.”

They find that the church offers 
something more meaningful and beau-
tiful than what the world often gives, he 
said.

Knowing that priests carry full 
schedules, the teens appreciate the 
time Father Cordes dedicates to them.

“Having our own time with Father 
[Cordes], you know, it’s special,” said 
Araceli. “He spends a whole hour with 
us and we talk about different topics.”

A place for everyone
They’ve attended a few retreats as a 

group, and Rodriguez wants to get them 
involved in even more.

“You know you’re in a safe place be-
cause everybody else wants to be there 
and talk about your faith,” said Arace-
li, appreciating the opportunity to talk 
about Catholicism with other teenagers.

This group also gives the youth — who 
have grown up knowing Spanish and at-
tending Mass in Spanish — a chance to 
discuss things in English, which they un-
derstand well and feel comfortable using 
for these talks, said Emely.

One late-spring Sunday afternoon, 
the group reviewed that day’s readings 
— and Father Cordes talked about wit-
nessing to their faith starting at home in 
Emporia.

They can share their faith through ac-
tions as simple as treating others well at 
school.

That led to talk of transitions. Some 
of the older members of the group — 
Araceli and Emely included — will move 
on as they start college, but they hope to 
stay connected in some way.

At the younger end of the spectrum, 
eighth-graders will be heading to high 
school.

Chase Johnson, a volunteer who at-
tends Emporia State University, told 
them all that as they experience new 
things in life, their faith is one thing that 
doesn’t change — no matter where they 
are in the world.

Mackenzie Baza, who will be a fresh-
man in high school, likes how this group 
brings together a good range of ages.

“It’s nice to see the older perspective 
and then the young perspective,” she 
said.

“I love being part of this group,” said 
Amy Guillen, who will also be in ninth 
grade. “I feel really comfortable with 
them.”

Sharing the faith
Eduardo Carrillo, who will be a senior, 

joined the group a while after it started.
“At first, I thought it was going to be 

sort of boring,” he admitted. “It was actu-
ally fun meeting all these people.”

He hopes even more young people in 
the region will join the group and learn 
more about their faith.

The youth have already put their faith 
into action through projects, including 
food sales, a corsage sale (thanks to a 
member’s creative talents) and a turkey 
raffle.

For Easter, the youth — just to give 
something to the parish — held an Easter 
celebration, complete with an egg hunt, 
face painting and a visit from the Easter 
Bunny.

Seeing them in action, Rodriguez 
knows that these young people are “not 
doing something to get something back 
— it’s to give back for what they already 
have.”

The youth feel the support of their 
parish and believe that if they could 
make this happen here, it could happen 
in any parish that wants to start a youth 
group.

Father Cordes sees good hearts among 
the youth and hopes to show them that 
not only is it OK as they get older to be 
Christian and connected to their faith, 
but it’s necessary.

“I have to say I’m very much inspired 
by our youth,” said Father Cordes.

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

Youth serve as examples for all

Photo by JeSSica langDon

Father John Cordes, second from right, pastor of St. Catherine Parish in emporia, shares some thoughts on witnessing to the faith at a meeting of the 
parish’s youth group in June. The youth of the parish know a little bit about that topic; they got the ball rolling themselves in 2013 on plans to establish 
a youth group at the parish and it has been thriving for the past year. Amanda rodriguez, pictured to Father Cordes’ right, is the group’s sponsor.

teens form ‘los nuevos dicipulos’ to grow in faith
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rare opportunity to purchase a building & contents as one unit.  Saint Patrick’s church, 
Brick building (1894), sits on a 185’ x 150’ lot. there are original, beautiful stained glass 
windows from Ireland, old growth black walnut beams, pine floors, & pattern tin ceiling. 

Potential purchasers may bid on site or participate live on-line at 10:00 the day of auction. 
church opens at 8:00 the day of auction for inspection or by scheduled appointment. contact 
vern at 316.773.6318. For pictures, content list, auction terms & conditions, go to www.auc-
tionebid.com or www.auctionspecialists.com.

MIDWest LAND specIALIsts, INc. | auction management corporation | www.auctionebid.com

vern Koch, auctioneer/realtor - 316.772.6318 |  Steve mccullough, Broker - 316.283.5516

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

[helping the refugee family] was that I 
was doing missionary work 20 minutes 
from my house,” said 20-year-old Mary 
Khadivi, an SPO volunteer. “It shows 
you don’t have to go out of the country 
to be a missionary.”

Members of Saint Paul’s Outreach 
have teamed up with Catholic Chari-
ties to move four refugee families into 
new apartments this summer. It was 
part of the ministry’s “Summer of Ser-
vice.” 

“Saint Paul’s Outreach is a ministry 
that actively invites college students 
and post-college young adults into 
a life of Christian discipleship,” said 
Matt Karr, SPO Kansas Mission Center 
director.

Karr brought Saint Paul’s Outreach 
to the Greater Kansas City metropoli-
tan area in 2011. One of its chapters is 
at Johnson County Community Col-
lege.

The Summer of Service, which ran 
for five weeks during June and July, 
was conceived as a way to keep JCCC 
students engaged during the summer. 
About 25 students participated.

“Our concern was that — for a lot of 
these students [involved in SPO] —the 
faith was something new to them,” said 
Karr. 

“They had really good intentions, 
but we were worried if we didn’t do 
something during the summer, many 
of them would go back to their former 
pattern of life and we wouldn’t see 
them again,” he said.

That’s when Karr and the other SPO 
mission team members put together 
the Summer of Service.

The SOS participants met for faith 
formation each Tuesday night and 
worked on one — or both — of the 
summer service projects.

One project was a summer youth 
group program, involving 35 youth in 
grades eight to 12, from the Church 
of the Nativity and Curé of Ars, both 
in Leawood. The group met Sunday 
nights at Nativity. 

Madison Wasko, a 20-year-old JCCC 
student who will go to Kansas State 

University this fall, worked with the 
youth group.

“I loved it,” she said. “I love working 
with kids. When I was in high school, I 
didn’t have anything to support me the 
way SPO does. I’m glad they go to the 
youth group and actively work on their 
faith.”

The second project involved a group 
of JCCC students called the “Street 
Team.” The team moved furniture for 
refugee families, visited Brighton Gar-
dens senior care facility to socialize 
with residents, and conducted street 
ministry in Kansas City, Mo. 

For the street ministry, the SPO 
members gave food and water to home-

less people, and prayed with folks they 
met on the street.

“One girl said, ‘No.’ She had no in-
tentions and she didn’t want us to pray 
with her, but she seemed so happy we 
took the time to talk with her instead of 
ignoring her,” said Khadivi. “She even 
invited us to come back and have tacos 
at the place she worked at, and maybe 
next time we could pray with her.”

Peter DelCastillo, a 22-year-old 
graduate of Benedictine College in 
Atchison and an SPO staff member, 
found spiritual growth through the 
Street Team ministry.

“It was very fruitful,” he said. “The 
street ministry called me out of myself, 

out of my own comfort zone.  It was 
very humbling. I’ve been surprised to 
see how people responded — their 
openness to prayer.”

“The refugee move-in was also pret-
ty humbling, seeing how the Lord pro-
vides,” he continued. “The refugees 
went from having nothing to having a 
place of their own, thanks to Catholic 
Charities.”

Now that the Summer of Service has 
ended, Saint Paul’s Outreach will shift 
gears and prepare for the next academic 
year. The group will continue its street 
ministry, hold more retreats and reach 
out to students in their relationship- 
based ministry.

“The goal is to relationally meet 
people and invite them into a relation-
ship and build relationship, so at a cer-
tain point we can introduce them to 
Jesus — that’s the point,” said Karr.

projects called young adults out of their ‘comfort zone’
>> continued from page 1

 Saint Paul’s Outreach

Saint Paul’s outreach began in 1985 as a campus ministry at the catholic 
youth center of the archdiocese of minneapolis-St. Paul.

“For 20-plus years, it was just a ministry in the twin cities area and 
that region of minnesota,” said matt Karr, SPo Kansas mission center 

director. “People kept coming to (founder) Gordy demarais [asking], ‘how do we 
start this in our college and our city?’”

the ministry, through its School of the new evangelization, spread to seven 
states.

Karr and his wife jen, both veter-
ans of national evangelization team 
ministry and SPo, helped bring the 
ministry to Benedictine college in 
atchison in 2008. 

In 2011, Karr was asked by arch-
bishop joseph F. naumann to expand the ministry to the young adults of the 
Greater Kansas city metropolitan area, under the sponsorship of the archdiocese 
of Kansas city in Kansas. 

Saint Paul’s outreach is organized by “mission centers” which support “chapters.” 
the Kansas mission center, now with 17 staff members, founded chapters at 

Benedictine college and johnson county community college in overland Park, 
plus one “transparish” chapter for post-college young adult professionals in the 
Greater Kansas city metropolitan area — the Kansas city young adults. 

Saint Paul’s outreach conducts both formation retreats and introductory “Fan 
Into Flame” retreats.

the ministry sponsored masses the first Friday of each month at jccc, hosted 
social events, conducted monthly “lord’s day” meals with fellowship and prayer, 
and established small groups.

this past academic year, SPo led four introductory discipleship groups — 
two for women and two for men. they also established eight ongoing formation 
groups for young adults — four for women and four for men — that meet at 
various locations throughout the Greater Kansas city area.

For more information, contact Karr by calling (913) 231-3490 or by email at: 
matt.karr@spoweb.org.

Stair lifts & More We’ll lift you up!
Scooter/bath/wheelchair/pool  

Free consults. Leaven discounts!
Member Good Shepherd, Shawnee 

Call Ed Toll Free 1-855-543-8632

Now that the Summer of Service has ended, 
Saint Paul’s Outreach will shift gears and pre-
pare for the next academic year. The group will 
continue its street ministry, hold more retreats 
and reach out to students in their relationship- 
based ministry.
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By Therese Horvat
Special to The Leaven

LEAVENWORTH — Eight Sis-
ters of Charity of Leavenworth 
marked their golden jubilees 
with a combined celebration 

at the motherhouse here on June 22. 
Renewing their vows during a Mass of 
thanksgiving in Annunciation Chap-
el were Sisters Margaret Finch, Mau-
reen Kehoe, Jean Lockett, Susan Rieke, 
Jean Marian Rilinger, Phyllis Stowell, 
Mary Ann Theisen and Renée Washut. 
A reception followed for family and 
friends.

•  Sister Margaret Finch has minis-
tered in elementary education, clinics 
for the uninsured and social services, 
including Mother-to-Mother Ministry 
and Alliance Against Family Violence 
in Leavenworth. She currently is an ad-
ministrator at the motherhouse.

• Sister Maureen Kehoe has 
served in schools, libraries, a nurs-
ing home, senior housing, small trade 
school management and the former 
post office at the University of Saint 
Mary, Leavenworth. Today, she applies 
her pastoral, liturgical, musical and 
Spanish talents as a volunteer at Saint 
Joseph Hospital, Denver. 

• Sister Jean Lockett served as a 
physical therapist in hospitals, at the 
motherhouse and in home health. She 
then earned a master’s degree in social 
work and began offering counseling 
services in Topeka, a ministry she con-

tinues today as a military and family 
life counselor at Fort Riley.

• Sister Susan Rieke has taught at 
high schools in Falls City, Nebraska; 
Helena, Montana; and Kansas City, 
Kansas. For the past several years, she 
has been a professor of English at the 
University of Saint Mary, Leavenworth, 
where she currently holds the McGil-
ley Chair for Liberal Studies.

• Sister Jean Marian Rilinger 
spent 32 years of service at Mount 
Saint Vincent (MSV), Denver, where 
she was an office manager, secretary 
and bookkeeper. She opened a unit for 
girls at the residential treatment center 
and eventually became assistant direc-
tor and therapist at MSV. In her current 
ministry, Sister Jean Marian is secre-
tary to the SCL community treasurer.

• Sister Phyllis Stowell realized 
her desire to be a teacher, enjoying 
service in schools in Kansas, Missou-
ri and Montana. She spent the next 
20-plus years in New Mexico as an 
educator and principal who opened 
Santo Niño Regional Catholic School 
in Santa Fe. She then became spiritual 
director and director of adult faith for-
mation for the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Francis of Assisi in Santa Fe. She cur-
rently ministers at St. Francis de Sales 
Parish, Lansing.

• Sister Mary Ann Theisen taught 
10 years in schools in Missouri and 
Colorado. She transitioned to become 
a school secretary in high schools and 
elementary schools in Kansas, Missou-
ri and Montana. Her current role is 
office assistant at the SCL communi-
ty leadership offices in Cantwell Hall, 
Leavenworth.

• Sister Renée Washut was a teach-
er and assistant administrator for 23 
years. Her other ministries have in-
cluded roles with Denver’s Archdioc-
esan Housing, Catholic Charities of 
Wyoming and the Cheyenne (Wyo-
ming) Interfaith Hospitality Network. 
Since 2006, she has volunteered with 
the Saint Joseph Hospital Foundation, 
Denver. 

Founded in 1858, the Sisters of Char-
ity of Leavenworth serve in the United 
States, Peru and South Sudan. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.
scls.org.

eight sisters of charity celebrate golden anniversaries

Mass celebrates principles of papal encyclical, ‘Humanae Vitae’

Photo courteSy oF thereSe horvat

The golden jubilarians of the Sisters of Charity of leavenworth are, from left to right, seated: Sisters 
renée Washut, Jean Marian rilinger, and Phyllis Stowell; and standing, Sisters Susan rieke, Mau-
reen Kehoe, Jean lockett, Mary Ann Theisen and Margaret Finch.

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

OVERLAND PARK — There 
was a time — 1968, to be ex-
act — when “Humanae Vi-
tae” were fighting words.

This year, they’ll be words of procla-
mation during the Mass in Celebration 
of “Humane Vitae” at 7 p.m. on July 24 
at Holy Spirit Parish, 11300 W. 103rd St., 
Overland Park. 

The theme of the Mass is: “Unleash-
ing the Love of God.”

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann will 
be the main celebrant and homilist.

“Humanae Vitae” (“Of Human Life”) 
is the encyclical written by Pope Paul VI 
about the sanctity of human life, as well as 
the nature and ends of human sexuality.

 Among oth-
er things, it re-
affirmed the 

church’s condemnation of artificial 
birth control.  At the time, it was con-
troversial and the subject of heated 
discussion among Catholics. 

But more than four decades later, 
more people are beginning to appre-
ciate the prophetic words of Pope 

Paul VI, according to Deacon Tony 
Zimmerman, lead consultant of the 
archdiocesan marriage and family life 
office.

A case in point is the packed house 
at last year’s archdiocesan-wide Mass 
celebrating the 45th anniversary of 
the encyclical at Holy Spirit Parish in 
Overland Park.

“Holy Spirit Church was filled,” said 
Deacon Zimmerman. “The archbishop 
and several priests concelebrated, and 
the pews were filled with families with 
children. It was a beautiful sight.”

These families “get it” and are liv-
ing the truths of the great encyclical, 
he said.

“Bringing children into the world is 
a tremendous gift,” said Deacon Zim-
merman, himself a husband, father and 

grandfather. “In today’s world we hear 
so much that we are in a scarcity mode 
. . . so children are looked at as a drain 
— [something for which there’s] not 
enough time or money.”

Families who are open to life dis-
cover that every child is a gift to both 
their siblings and their parents, he con-
tinued.  As Archbishop Naumann said, 
parents can become saints through 
their many acts of love, care and heroic 
sacrifice for their children.

“We invite people to come to this 
Mass to celebrate and feel support for 
looking upon children and the gift of 
fertility as something to celebrate, and 
not something to be feared or shunned 
as the world does,” added Deacon Zim-
merman.
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Pope Paul VI wrote 
the encyclical “hu-
manae Vitae” (“Of 
human life”) about 
the sanctity of human 
life, as well as the na-
ture and ends of hu-
man sexuality.
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By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS)  — 
More than a meeting and 
homily, Pope Francis laid 
out a clear road map for the 

church when he celebrated Mass and 
welcomed abuse survivors to the Vat-
ican.

The morning he dedicated to six 
men and women who had been abused 
by clergy was a powerful combination 
of upholding the importance of having 
the letter of the law and displaying the 
proper spirit behind it.

Jesuit Father Hans Zollner, a Ger-
man psychologist and psychotherapist 
who accompanied the two abuse survi-
vors from Germany July 7, said: “This 
is not only about the letter of the law. 
This has to come from the heart if this 
is to really take fruit” and make real, 
lasting change.

The homily-plan of action repeated 
calls for zero tolerance and account-
ability for the “despicable” crime of 
abuse and underlined continued com-
mitment to vigilance in priestly for-
mation and better policies, procedures 
and training for the implementation 
norms.

But most striking that day, some of 
the visiting survivors said, were not 
the pronouncements at Mass, but the 
heart that went into the patient, one-
on-one listening later, in private.

While Pope Benedict XVI began 
the highly symbolic meetings with 
groups of survivors with his 2008 visit 
to Washington D.C., Pope Francis took 
the practice further.

He invited survivors to the heart of 
the church in Rome for a real sit-down 
conversation — devoid of aides and 
officials, for a total of two and a half 
hours.

“The pope gave so much time. 
There was no hurry, there was no clock 
watching. Each survivor got the time 
they needed to tell the pope their story 
or whatever they wanted to say,” said 
Marie Collins, who accompanied one 
of the two survivors from Ireland for 
the closed-door papal meeting.

“It was wonderful to see the pope 
listening so intently, for the survivor 
to feel heard and have the opportunity 
to say everything they wanted to say,” 
said Collins, who is also a survivor of 
clerical abuse.

The eye contact, the silent reflection 
and how the pope reacted all showed 
how “it must have been hugely emo-
tional for him as well as for each of the 
survivors,” she said.

This seemingly simple feature of 
limited distractions and formalities 
ended up being an unexpected turning 
point for many of the visitors, Collins 
said, even “life-changing” for another 
who later spoke to the press.

Collins and Father Zollner, both 
members of the new Pontifical Com-
mission for the Protection of Minors, 
said listening not just to groups but to 
the personal stories of individual sur-
vivors is a message to all bishops of 
what they should be doing in their own 
countries.

“Now every victim in the world can 
say, ‘Look, you have to do what the 
pope did,’” Father Zollner said.

Collins said: “It’s a win-win situa-
tion. For the survivors, it can be very 
healing to be listened to” and when 
church leaders hear and learn more 
about the nature and effects of the 
abuse, “it can help them” in seeing 

what should be done.
But because what can be done and 

how to go about it are not always clear, 
dozens of church leaders meet every 
year for the Anglophone Conference 
on the Safeguarding of Children, Young 
People and Vulnerable Adults.

Founded in 1996, the annual con-
ference brings together experts and 
church delegates from around the 
globe, to share best practices and de-
velop solid norms in the prevention 
and handling of the scandal of sexual 
abuse.

Collins and Father Zollner were 
among the speakers at the July 7-11 con-
ference, which was being held in Rome 
the same week the pope met with vic-
tims.

Deacon Bernard Nojadera, executive 
director of the U.S. bishops’ Secretariat 
of Child and Youth Protection, said the 
Anglophone conference “is like a think 
tank” where people can bounce ideas 
around and have a healthy dialogue.

There can never be a “cookie-cutter 
approach,” said Francesco Cesareo, chair-
man of the U.S. National Review Board, 
because different cultures have different 
attitudes about how to talk about sexual-
ity.

But, he said, common sense patterns 
emerge and, with input from the Vati-
can’s Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, which deals with sex abuse 
cases, the conference “brings a realis-
tic sense of what can be done.”

Bishop R. Daniel Conlon of Joliet, 
Illinois, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ 
Committee on the Protection of Chil-
dren and Young People, said, in one 

sense, responding to the abuse crisis 
should seem very simple. After all, 
“it is shepherding and a caring for the 
flock, but the milk is out of the bottle,” 
he said, adding, “Humpty Dumpty is 
broke.”

No matter what gets done for vic-
tims or perpetrators, “it won’t repair 
the damage,” he said.

Cesareo said that’s why so much talk 
must look at the future. 

“How will the church prevent the 
same level of abuse? We should be pre-
pared for the future, and that’s more 
difficult,” he said.

“This is just planting the seeds,” 
Deacon Nojadera added.

Problems will still exist and some 
forms of abuse will happen, he said, but 
the church must have “a culture that’s 
reliable,” where everyone knows what 
warning signs to look for and where to 
get help.

In the church’s decades-long evo-
lution of grappling with the reality of 
abuse within its own walls, Father Zoll-
ner said laws won’t matter unless there 
is “a whole change of culture within the 
church,” one that is no longer “drawn 
to secrecy,” cover-ups and siding with 
the perpetrator, but to openness to the 
truth and listening to victims.

 Hearing their stories “changes your 
life and your attitude toward the whole 
issue,” he said, “if your heart is not 
made of stone.”

 Along with reparation, therapy and 
support, Father Zollner said, “There is 
nothing that is more important than an 
open ear and an open heart, because 
this is the way reconciliation can start.”
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By David Agren
Catholic News Service

MEXICO CITY (CNS) 
— The Vatican’s 
secretary of state 
pledged full support 

for addressing the issue of child 
migrants streaming out of Central 
America in search of safety and 
family reunification in the United 
States.

Pope Francis, meanwhile, called 
the situation a “humanitarian 
emergency” and called for the in-
ternational community to act.

Speaking at the Mexico’s For-
eign Relations Secretariat July 14, 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin repeated a 
recent call of bishops in five coun-
tries for Catholics and society at 
large to lend a helping hand to the 
thousands of young migrants trav-
eling through Mexico and often 
arriving unaccompanied in the U.S.

“Given these migratory facts, we 
urgently need to overcome primi-
tive misgivings and again propose 
common strategies at the subre-
gional, regional and world levels 
that include all sectors of society,” 
Cardinal Parolin said in a speech 
attended by clergy and the foreign 
ministers of Mexico, Guatemala, El 
Salvador and Honduras.

“Their numbers grow daily ex-
ponentially,” he said of the Cen-
tral Americans abandoning their 
countries. “Whether they travel for 
reasons of poverty, violence or the 
hope of uniting with families on 
the other side of the border, it is 
urgent to protect and assist them, 
because their frailty is greater and 
they’re defenseless, they’re at the 
mercy of any abuse or misfortune.”

The plight of the child migrants 
has the full attention of Pope Fran-
cis, who sent a message in advance 
of the forum, jointly sponsored by 
Mexico and the Vatican.

“I wish to also call attention to 
the tens of thousands of children 
that emigrate alone, unaccompa-
nied to escape violence and pover-
ty,” Pope Francis said in the mes-
sage, dated July 11 and read July 14 
by Archbishop Christophe Pierre, 
papal nuncio to Mexico.

“This is the category of migrants 
from Central America and Mexico 
itself that cross the United States’ 
border under extreme conditions 
and pursuing a hope that, for the 
majority, will be in vain.

“This humanitarian emergency 
requires, as a first urgent measure, 
these children be welcomed and 
protected,” Pope Francis contin-
ued.

“Many people forced to emi-
grate suffer, and often, die tragical-
ly; many of their rights are violated, 
they are obliged to separate from 
their families and, unfortunately, 
continue to be the subject of rac-
ist and xenophobic attitudes,” the 
pope said.

The pope also called for infor-
mation campaigns on the risks of 
migrating and a commitment to 
developing the poor countries of 
Central America.

Pope hosts abuse victims  
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Pope Francis tells reporters on his flight from Tel Aviv to rome May 26 that he would soon be meet-
ing with a group of sex abuse victims at the Vatican. The meeting took place July 7 and included a 
private Mass and one-on-one listening sessions with the victims.

Pope calls for
child migrants to

first ‘be welcomed
and protected’



T
IJUANA, Mexi-
co — They might 
have needed a lit-
tle help with the 
translation. But 
they quickly took 
the sentiment of 
the border wall 

slogan to heart: “There are dreams on 
this side, too.” 

Seven students from Bishop Ward 
High School in Kansas City, Kansas, 
started their summers with a trip to Ti-
juana, Mexico, where they volunteered 
at the mission of Father Pat Murphy, 
CS. Father Pat, who spent a decade 
in the archdiocese as its animator for 
Hispanic ministry, is now the direc-
tor of Casa del Migrante there. Each 
year, the Casa provides food, shelter, 
guidance and temporary assistance to 
thousands of men recently deported 
from the United States. 

Although he can’t do much to fulfill 
the dreams of the men the Casa serves, 
Father Pat does his best to offer them a 
brief respite from their ongoing night-
mare.

As he welcomed the arrival of the 
Ward students, he noted how many of 
their families he knew from his work 
in the archdiocese.

“After having spent 10 years working 
with the Hispanic community in Kan-
sas City,” said Father Pat, “it was like 
having family visit from home! And it 
allowed me to share my mission with 
the group.” 

“I have known some of these stu-
dents for many years,” he continued, 
“so sharing with them was like sharing 
with their families what is our mission 
here in Tijuana.”

Seven students were accompanied 
on the trip by adult chaperones Car-
men Villarreal, Felipe Navarro and 
Marisol Reyna.

The trip was organized by Ward 
graduate and now teacher Urse Char-
bonneau, who also serves as the high 
school’s director of international re-
lations, and outgoing Ward president 
Father Michael Hermes, both of whom 
also accompanied the group.

Stories of struggles
Upon arrival, it didn’t take long be-

fore the teens got down to business.
“They seemed to just jump right 

into the activities of the Casa and, right 
from the start, felt very much at home,” 
said Father Pat. “I think, because their 
family story of origin is so connected 
to the plight of the immigrants, it was 
very natural for them to get involved 
so easily.”

Viviana Lizarraga, who will be a se-

nior, was most surprised at “how dif-
ferent the lifestyles are in the U.S. and 
in Tijuana.”

Certainly the teens’ typical summer 
schedule was turned on its head — 
now up before dawn preparing break-
fast for the migrants and working into 
the evening, cleaning up the dinner 
they’d made and served. 

But the young Cyclones wouldn’t 
have had it any other way.  

“Having meals with all the men 
living in the Casa was really touching 
because we were able to listen to their 
stories,” said Ricardo Zamora, who 
graduated from Bishop Ward in May. 
“Helping make the meals for the men 
was a good time, as well.”

Latesha Maxey, who will be a junior, 
talked with one man determined to re-
turn to his daughter because he didn’t 
want her to grow up without him.

“He wants to go back, and he’s going 
to find a way to get back to them,” said 
Latesha. “He doesn’t care how much 
he has to work.”

“A lot of their stories were basically 
them being separated from their fami-
lies,” said Jessica Gomez, who will be 
a junior.

For many migrants, life in the Unit-
ed States is all they know.

“A lot of them have their jobs here 
[in the United States], their house, 
their families,” said Jessica. “A lot of 
them also were brought here when 
they were very young, so this was 
more their country for them.” 

“And a lot of them spoke perfect 
English, too,” added Jessica. “So for a 
lot of them — being in Mexico — they 
have nothing there.”

The migrants’ struggles deeply 
touched Reyna, an immigrant herself.

“I was born and raised in Mexico until 
the age of 10,” she said. “I know what it 
is like to struggle and grow up half your 
childhood without a dad. It wasn’t easy 
to know that my dad had to be thou-
sands of miles away in order to provide 
the bare necessities of life for us.”

The trip reminded Reyna of the 
struggles many families still face, yet 
also filled her with hope.

“They view life with such optimism 
despite their circumstances,” she said, 
“with no excuses and only results!”

Not just another 
mission trip

In preparation for what turned out 
to be a life-changing experience, the 
Ward students did a lot of research 
on the issue of immigration, explained 

Charbonneau, although the subject 
wasn’t a new one to them.

“A lot of people who live in KCK are 
intimately familiar with these issues 
because they’re a part of our commu-
nity,” said Charbonneau.

The group also involved the entire 
Kansas City, Kansas, Catholic commu-
nity in their plans. The students pre-
pared speeches in both English and 
Spanish to deliver at local parishes, 
asking for support for their trip, and 
for help raising $1,000 to donate to 
Casa del Migrante.

Parishioners responded generously.
Across the border, Father Pat and 

Gilberto Martinez, administrator at the 
Casa, crafted an experience they hoped 
would stay with the students long after 
their time in Mexico was over.

Father Pat witnessed the students 
seeing “first and foremost how blessed 
their lives are and how many opportu-
nities they have to make something of 
themselves.”

By extension, he said, they also 
learned to “treat the poor with humble 
respect because you have been bless-
ed and have a responsibility to make a 
difference.”

Into the neighborhood
The group’s experience of Tijuana 

did not stop at the Casa’s doors, how-
ever. 

The neighborhoods they visited of-
fered a look at life as they had never 
experienced it.

The high school students helped 
drywall a house in a neighborhood 
called Fausto Gonzalez, home to a 
woman and her daughters.

“The back part of her house was 
sliding,” said Jessica. “It was being held 
up with tires. . . . She didn’t know how 

long it was going to be able to stay like 
that.”

The neighborhood was built there 
originally, the students learned, be-
cause it was close to the dump, where 
early residents picked through the 
trash to furnish their homes.

The repair of her home was right up 
Ricardo’s alley.

“I really enjoy more hands-on hard 
work when I volunteer, so I really liked 
going to one of the poor neighbor-
hoods to build a home for a family that 
really needed it,” said Ricardo.  

But the repairs the students made to 
the woman’s house, said Charbonneau, 
were as much about the teens as they 
were about her.

 “One of the real goals of the trip 
was to provide an instance of service 
that would inspire a life of service,” 
said Charbonneau. 

“The end goal of putting drywall 
on a house is not necessarily putting 
drywall on a house,” she continued. 
 “It was to give these kids an experi-
ence and to help provide them with 
some role models for a good kind of 
Christian life to live.”

One such model was Karen Muro, a 
Tijuana native who was giving almost 
a year of her life in service at Casa del 
Migrante, a contribution the Kansas 
students started considering as a pos-
sibility for their own futures.

Other models of the Christian life 
were found among some of the resi-
dents they met.

“Even the poorest of the poor make 
the most out of what they have and 
still keep a smile on their face!” said 
Viviana.

Latesha saw a lot of that quality in 
the woman whose house needed dry-
wall. She didn’t have much, but she 
gave what she could, making sure the 
volunteers had sodas and snacks.

“She was just really kind, and be-
ing around people like that makes you 
realize, ‘Wow, I should be grateful for 
what I have now,’” said Latesha. 

Gratitude was a frequent theme 
of the students’ conversations, both 
during and after the trip.

Adrian Villarreal, who will be a se-
nior, found that going on a trip like this 
has a lot to offer a high school student: 
“To realize how fortunate we are and 
how we take everything for granted, 
while in Tijuana anything that is giv-
en is appreciated because it can be the 
change to their lives.”

In a reflection shared during the trip, 
one of the students said that it’s impos-
sible to be both grateful and selfish at 
the same time, said Charbonneau.

She hopes to see this trip become an 
annual event, with students taking on 
many of the leadership roles in the future.

Service now 
and in the future

The trip brought together students 
engaged in many activities at Ward, 
but who maybe didn’t know each other 
well before they left.

On the trip, said Latesha, they bond-
ed in new ways that she feels will open 
up conversations in the future.

They served together, but also talk-
ed and laughed together, even spend-
ing some time on the beach and writ-
ing in the sand after the work was 
done, she said.

“I have no doubt it will give them 
a new perspective on life, and they 
should use what they have been given 
by God to the best of their ability,” said 
Father Pat of their experience. 

“I hope it might help them to decide 
what they want to do with their lives 
and perhaps at some point spend some 
time serving others.”

Latesha is not talking about some-
where down the line — she already 
knows she wants to make the Ward 
trip next year.

And Jessica is thinking of volunteer-
ing a year like Muro; when you think 
about it, she said, it’s really not that 
long.

The students saw a tremendous 
need in Tijuana, but agree there are 
plenty of ways to make an impact 
through volunteering even in their 

own community.
“It was heartbreaking to see all of 

the poor families, but, most of all, it 
was an eye-opening experience that I 
know will help us figure out our call-
ing,” said senior Mercedes Caballero.

Lesslie Martinez, another senior, 
takes away from the trip feelings that 
are almost indescribable.

“In no way could I have expected 
the immense impact these five days 
have had on me,” she said.  

“If everyone could live these five 
days as I did, people would realize why 
as Catholics our job is to serve, serve 
and serve.”

STORY BY JESSICA LANGDON    |    PHOTOS BY KAREN MURO

From left, Jessica Gomez, Adrian Villarreal, lesslie Martinez, Mercedes Caballero, ricardo Zamora, Viviana lizarraga and latesha Maxey (not pictured) made up the group of seven bishop Ward students who 
traveled to Tijuana in May to serve — and all returned home with an intense commitment to continue volunteering.

Marisol reyna, left, a chaperone on the trip, Father Pat Murphy, CS, director of Casa del Migrante in 
Tijuana, and Felipe Navarro, also a chaperone, were among the adults who worked to inspire bishop 
Ward students to live lives of service whether at home or around the world.

Interested in volunteering?

casa del migrante in tijuana, 
mexico, is seeking a few good vol-
unteers who would be willing to 
spend six to nine months at the 
casa. For more information, send 
an email to Father Pat murphy, cS, 
at: patmurphycs@comcast.net.

left: Jessica Gomez, a junior at bishop Ward, 
helps repair a home in Tijuana. She was in-
spired by many of the people she met who 
serve — including a woman the students knew 
as Sister Teresa.

below: lesslie Martinez, a senior at bishop 
Ward, helps prepare a meal for men staying at 
Casa del Migrante in Tijuana. The students ate 
with the men and learned their stories.

Members of the bishop Ward group ventured beyond Casa del Migrante and served in a nearby neigh-
borhood in Tijuana. They also visited Madre Assunta, a shelter run by the Scalabrinian Sisters for 
women and children.

reading the 
writing on 
the wall: 

service trip leads students 
to heart of catholicism





emPloyment
elementary music teacher - (grades K-8) at St. regis 
School; general summary: the part-time four-day-a-week 
teacher will be responsible for teaching music education 
to students in grades K-8, and assisting the school in the 
improvement and appreciation of music curriculum and 
instruction. the teacher will be responsible for helping 
students grow in their enjoyment, appreciation and per-
formance of music through a variety of planned musical 
experiences (grade-level musicals, fine arts showcase and 
talent show) which include singing, moving to music, play-
ing of instruments and listening. the music teacher is also 
responsible for managing the student choir and planning 
the weekly all-school mass. Qualifications/experience: 
missouri music certification, technology competence. 
urban experience a plus. interested candidates need to 
forward their information to Jennifer Scanlon-Smith at: 
jsmith@regisschool.org.  

handbell choir director wanted - Dedicated handbell 
choir seeks like-motivated volunteer director for weekly 
rehearsals and monthly masses at holy trinity church, 
lenexa. Development allowance available. contact chloë 
Stodt, music director, at (913) 895-0682 or send an email 
to: cstodt@htlenexa.org.

Director of liturgy - St. thomas more church, Kansas 
city, mo. (www.stmkc.com), is accepting applications for 
director of liturgy. responsibilities include helping to plan 
liturgies, weddings and funerals, and the formation and su-
pervision of liturgical ministers. Pastoral experience, peo-
ple skills and liturgical formation (or equivalent) required. 
must be a practicing catholic. Salary commensurate with 
experience and education. benefits included. Send cover 
letter and resume to St. thomas more Search committee, 
11822 holmes rd., Kansas city, mo 64131 by aug. 1. For in-
formation, contact David butel at (816) 942-2492, ext. 210, 
or send an email to: dbutel@stmkc.com.

Director of youth ministry - St. thomas more church, 
Kansas city, mo. (www.stmkc.com), is accepting appli-
cations for director of youth ministry. responsibilities 
include working with a developing youth ministry team 
in providing spiritual, social and service opportunities for 
junior high and high school youth. Pastoral experience, 
people skills and theological formation (or equivalent) are 
preferred. must be a practicing catholic. Salary commen-
surate with experience and education. benefits included. 
Send cover letter and resume to St. thomas more Search 
committee, 11822 holmes rd., Kansas city, mo 64131 by 
aug. 1. For information, contact David butel at (816) 942-
2492, ext. 210.

housekeeper - housekeeper needed approximately two 
days per week for a full range of home cleaning duties and 
some laundry. Deep-cleaning skills required. All equipment 
and supplies provided by homeowner.  must be mature, 
experienced, meticulous and have local references. Flexi-
ble hours and days. good pay. leawood location. call the 
murphy residence at (913) 696-1034.

Director of music ministries - vibrant community, 1300 
families, in acoustically excellent liturgical space, accept-
ing applications for full-time director of music to lead 
well-developed liturgical ministry. responsibilities include 
planning liturgies/music, formation/supervision of music 
ministers, developing/directing adult/youth voice, english 
handbell choir and enabling active participation of assem-
bly (pipe organ, grand piano, 3 octaves of bells, timpani; 
“breaking bread” hymnal). Pastoral experience, choral di-
recting/people skills and a degree in liturgy or music (or 
equivalent) required. Must be practicing Catholic. Profi-
ciency in music software, microsoft Suite and social media 
required. Salary range commensurate with education and 
experience. complete job description available online at: 
www.cccparish.org/music.  Submit cover letter and re-
sume by email to: frmick@cccparish.org. corpus christi 
church and School, 6001 bob billings Pkwy., lawrence, KS 
66049. (785) 843-6286. www.cccparish.org/music. 

Pastry chef - are you looking to put your own mark on the 
dessert world? St. Joseph’s table bakery is a new dessert 
bakery in lenexa that is looking for chefs that are excited 
about baking. experience in a commercial kitchen is pre-
ferred. For more information, visit the website at: www.
stjosephstablebakery.com/employment or send an email 
to: stephanie@stjosephstablebakery.com.

Drivers needed - medi coach transportation is looking for 
caring and reliable drivers for nonemergency transporta-
tion. CDL is not required. Contact Jeff at (913) 825-1921.

Safe drivers needed - assisted transportation Services 
seeks caring and reliable drivers in the Kansas city metro 
area to transport K-12 students in our minivans. cDl not re-
quired. Retirees encouraged to apply. Learn more or apply 
online at: www.assistedtransportation.com or call (913) 
262-5190 for more information. eoe.

Financial representatives - Due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas city metro, topeka, 
and garnett - greeley area. ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated finan-
cial products to our members and their families and will 
provide excellent benefits and training. Please contact 
John a. mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 topeka blvd., to-
peka, KS 66612.   

ServiceS
Got a virus? PC slow? error messages? you don’t 
pay if i can’t fix it. remote it support. Send an email to: 
mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. member of Sacred heart 
Parish.

Faith-based counseling to cope with life concerns - 
Kansas city area. call mary vorsten, licensed clinical Pro-
fessional counselor, at (913) 909-2002.

Piano lessons
“lITTle  MOZArT STuDIO”

motivating, positive, and caring teacher.  
All children excel quickly.  

taking new students for fall semester.
call (913) 912-1957

Website development - a professional website for your 
business for only $50 per month. call Pat at (913) 909-
7917.

Tutor - tutoring for K-12 in various subjects and test prepa-
rations. tutor has an m.ed. from rockhurst university. Ses-
sions are done in a fun and meaningful context. For more 
information, please call Kathleen (913) 206-2151 or send 
an email to: klmamuric@yahoo.com.

Need to exercise, but, don’t have the time? call me 
to relieve stress, improve endurance, posture, balance, 
flexibility, reduce fatigue, lower blood pressure, improve 
self-image, self-esteem, provide greater mental focusing 
skills, give greater peace of mind and ability to relax! call 
angela today. certified health and personal trainer over 17 
years experience; at your home or mine.  (913) 558-7759

Sandy’s Cleaning Service - house cleaning. 30 years ex-
perience. excellent references, if needed. house or apart-
ments. call (913) 788-7676 or (913) 956-1626.

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. insured; second-generation 
bricklayer. member of St. Paul Parish, olathe. call (913) 
829-4336.

Mike hammer local moving - a full-service mover. Pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too small. Serv-
ing Joco since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, parishioner. call 
mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mike 
hammermoving.com. 

CluTTer GeTTING YOu DOWN? organize, fix, assemble, 
install! “Kevin of all trades” your professional organizer 
and “honey-Do-liSt” specialist. call today for a free con-
sultation at (913) 271-5055. insured. references. visit our 
website at: www.KoatinDuStrieS.com.

housecleaning - old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- ping, 
etc. a thorough and consistent job every time. references 
from customers i’ve served for over 17 years. call Sharon 
at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 (mobile). 
Serving the 913 area code area.

Junkyard Dawg garage, yard and debris cleanup.  
call Josh for an estimate for cleaning and hauling away at 

(913) 314-0171 and let’s get ’er done!

bankruptcy consultation - if debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! 
come check out our new office in lenexa. 

Quilted Memories  - your Kansas city longarm Shop - 
Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and machine 
quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts - Cus-
tom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt collections, 
photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, neckties, etc. 
For information or to schedule a free consultation, call 
(913) 649-2704. Visit the website at: www.quiltedmem-
oriesllc.com.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
call (913) 227-4902.

Agua Fina Irrigation and landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 
south Kc metro. call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor. Also, quilts 
made to order. call (913) 724-1837.

Cleaning lady - reasonable rates; references provided. 
call (913) 940-2959.

Tim the handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. Free 
consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. cristofer 
estrada, green Solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. www.
greenSolutionsKc.com.

Foley’s lawn Care - (913) 825-4353
mowing – Weekly programs starting as low as $30.

Spring/Fall cleanups; mulch; landscape maintenance.
residential/commercial

Serving Johnson county for 15 years.
www.foleyslawncare.com

home imProvement
heating and cooling repair and replacement - call 
Joe with Jb Design and Service. licensed and insured 
with 20 years experience. member of Divine mercy 
Parish. call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

Swalms Organizing and Downsizing Service - reduc-
ing Clutter - enjoy an Organized home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. call tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

DrC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - Doors - Decks – Siding
repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052 -  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.
com

drcconswindows@gmail.com

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson county area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

NelSON CreATIONS l.l.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

helping hand handy Man - home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. most 
home problems and needs solved. member of Prince of 
Peace, olathe. call mark coleman at (913) 526-4490.

house painting
interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 

call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

STA (Sure Thing Always) home repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
holy trinity, lenexa.

Custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 
days. cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive 
prices, dependable work. call the top Shop, inc., at (913) 
962-5058. members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

Adept home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 
768-6655. 

home improvements - thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as i underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. if there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. there is no job too big or 
too small. call Joshua Doherty at (913) 709-7230.

el SOl Y lA  TIerrA
*commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

call lupe at (816) 252-3376

local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, wood 
rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, honey-Do 
list, carpet, roofing and windows. Free estimates. member 
of holy angels Parish, basehor. call billy at (913) 927-4118.

caregiving
Day care openings - Small in-home licensed day care has 
Ft and Pt openings in olathe near 151st and black bob. 
Prince of Peace parishioner. melissa (913) 839-8829.

home caregivers - there are two of us that act as a 
tag- team to provide care and companionship  for those 
recovering from surgery, the elderly, or anyone needing a 
companion. Do you need a caring, quality companion at all 
hours of the day or night, including running errands, light 
cleaning, laundry, showering, dressing, cooking or taking 
the client to appointments? We are flexible. one of us has a 
cna and hma (lisa) and the other one of us (Sheila) has a 
psychology, social work and theology background. We are 
very easy to work with. the tag-team system works very 
well for coverage for the client. Please call lisa at (913) 
952-5388 or Sheila at (816) 882-8488 anytime.

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. call Daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with laurie, Debbie or gary.

looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
Our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in 
lenexa and lawrence. call benefits of home - Senior 
Care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

retired nurse - Former cna, cma, massage therapist will 
do private care including hair care, body care, manicure, 
pedicure, massage, meal preparation, laundry, meds, trav-
el companion, respite care. $20 an hour. Johnson county 
area. call (913) 384-2119. excellent current references. 

retired nurse - Will provide and manage the home. or-
der and give medicine. Schedule doctors’ appointments. 
Shop for the home and prepare meals. recent references. 
call (913) 579-5276 or (913) 322-4297 to schedule an ap-
pointment. available for live in. Will consider hourly work in 
Johnson county area. 

XCaregiving - caring, responsible 43-year-old catholic 
woman looking to care for your loved one. 15 years expe-
rience; excellent references. i treat my clients with care, 
respect and love, and find working in this field very reward-
ing. Flexible hours available, and nights and weekends. if 
interested, please call Kara at (913) 909-6659.

WanteD to buy
Wanted to buy - lionel trains. call (913) 485-6700.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

ANTIQueS WANTeD - i buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, babe ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. call (913) 642-
8269 or (913) 593-7507.

For Sale
For sale - at resurrection cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. today’s selling price is $12,000; offering this 
space for $9,000. contact a. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

Max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions 
– first communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! i also do repairs. 
member of the church of the ascension, overland Park. 
call (913) 400-3236.

living estate sale - noon - 5 p.m., July 26 - 27. many rel-
gious pictures, statues from churches and many smaller 
statues, antiques, and too much to lift. 1545 N. 85th Pl., 
western Wyandotte County. Call Anne with questions at 
(913) 299-3808.

residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
member of St. michael the archangel Parish, leawood. call 
Silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

rental
house for rent - 2 br, 1 ba, newer hvac, bath and hard-
wood floor. garage, convenient location, great neighbor. 
topeka. rent $795 per month. call (785) 220-3367.

Family home for rent - available July, aug. or Sept. for 
yearly lease. 4 br, 2-1/2 ba, 2 car, new appliances, new car-
pet, wood floors, fireplace, formal dining and living areas; 
around 1,900 square feet, plus full unfinished basement; 
great neighborhood, walk to christ the King School. rent 
is $1,325 per month on a yearly lease. owner will consider 
a sale at $150,000. address is 5862 S.W. 27th St., topeka. 
call mr. Salazar to arrange a viewing at (785) 230-2676.

>> classifieds continue on page 15
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July
a memorial liturgy for deceased 
loved ones will be held at 8 a.m. 
on july 19 at curé of Ars parish, 
9401 mission rd., leawood. Fol-

lowing the mass, the bereavement minis-
try will hold its monthly support meeting 
in vianney center, on the second floor of 
the building north of the church. the topic 
will be: “looking at Grief with verse.” For 
more information, call (913) 649-2026.

Mother teresa of calcutta church, 2014 
n. W. 46th St., topeka, Farmers’ Market 
is now open every Saturday from 8:30 
- 11:30 a.m. until frost. the produce is 
grown locally, picked fresh each week by 
mtcc volunteers and is available for your 
donation. all proceeds will benefit the to-
peka rescue mission and those less for-
tunate in the local community. any extra 
produce that anyone may want to contrib-
ute is welcomed.

Father tom Hesse will celebrate the 
archdiocesan monthly pro-life Mass at 
8 a.m. on july 19 at Sts. cyril and metho-
dius church, 44 n. mill, Kansas city, Kan. 
Immediately following mass is a rosary 
procession to an abortion clinic approxi-
mately four blocks away. eucharistic ad-
oration is available for those not process-
ing. Benediction concludes services by 
9:45 a.m.

a course in the sympto-thermal 
method of natural family plan-
ning begins july 20 at 1 p.m. at 
the topeka and Shawnee county 

Public library, 1515 S.W. 10th ave., topeka. 
a reasonable course fee is charged, and 
online registration is required at: www.
ccli.org. For more information, call dana 
or eric runnebaum at (785) 380-0062 or 
the couple to couple league of Kansas 
city at (913) 894-3558.

st. Augustine church, Fidelity, will host 
its church picnic on july 20. a chicken 
and ham dinner will be served starting 
at 4:30 p.m. the cost to attend is: $9 for 
adults; $4 for ages 4 - 10; free for chil-
dren under the age of 3. there will also be 
games, a lunch stand, and chances. 

catholic charities of northeast 
Kansas and church of the nativ-
ity invite you to a two-part pre-
sentation regarding end-of-life 

care. the presentations, led by dr. cath-
erine Powers, will explore the many facets 
of compassionate and merciful care. the 
first presentation, “compassionate care: 
myths and truths of hospice care,” is on 
july 24 at 7 p.m. the second presentation, 
“merciful care: relief of Suffering in hos-
pice care,” is on july 31 at 7 p.m. the pre-
sentations will be held at church of the 
Nativity, 3800 W. 119th St., leawood. For 
more information, contact tom Garbach 
at (913) 491-5017 or send an email to: 
tom@kcnativity.org.

the catholic career roundtable 
job club (ccr), with meetings lo-
cated at Good shepherd parish, 
12800 W. 75th St., Shawnee, will 

host its monthly “employer panel round 
table” on july 26 from 8:30 - 10 a.m. rep-
resentatives of companies currently seek-
ing qualified employees will present their 
company culture and opportunities. dress 
is business casual. “nuts and Bolts” infor-
mal meetings are held every other Satur-
day of the month at the same time period. 
these meetings are designed to discuss 
the fundamentals of career transition, 
identify target companies, and celebrate 
“WInS”! job seekers from all walks are in-
vited to attend.

St. joseph altar Society will host 
the Leavenworth region of 
AccW quarterly potluck lun-
cheon and meeting on july 27 

in Kinzler hall at st. joseph church, 306 
n. Broadway, leavenworth, at 12:30 p.m. 
Social justice consultant Bill Scholl, of 
the archdiocese of Kansas city in Kansas, 
will be the guest speaker. Please bring 
used cards, used stamps, items for the 
ditty bags, pennies for the seminarians in 
our archdiocese and nonperishable food 
items for catholic charities. For more in-
formation, contact judy Brose by email 
at: brosej2002@yahoo.com, or call (913) 
773-8334.

annunciation Parish, Frankfort, will host 
its annual picnic on july 27 from 5 - 8 
p.m. at the cigna center, 402 n. maple, 
Frankfort. Beef or pulled pork sandwiches, 

sides, and dessert will be served. the cost 
to attend is $8 for adults; $4 for children 
ages 10 and under. there will also be a 
cakewalk, bingo, church poker, raffles, a 
quilt auction, a silent auction, a country 
store, train rides, snow cones, and a boun-
cy castle.

St. Benedict’s circle at Holy 
cross church, 8311 W. 93rd St., 
overland Park, will host a card 
party luncheon (or game of your 

choice) on july 29 from 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
the cost to attend is $12. men are wel-
come. For more information or to rSvP, 
call helen at (913) 381-4295 or doris at 
(913) 381-2781.

the annual Flush picnic and ba-
zaar, hosted by st. joseph church, 
8965 Flush rd., St. George, will be 
held july 30. a chicken dinner will 

be served from 5 - 8 p.m. concessions will 
be available as well on the grounds.

the annual rockadilly rummage 
sale at Holy trinity church, 9150 
Pflumm, lenexa, will be held july 
31 (presale; $5 entry) from 5 - 9 

p.m.; aug. 1 (free admission) from 8 a.m. - 
4 p.m.; and aug. 2 (half price all day) from 
8 a.m. - noon. Proceeds support parish 
youth ministry scholarships.

August
st. casimir church, 715 Penn-
sylvania, leavenworth, will host 
its annual roast beef dinner on 
aug. 2 from 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

the cost to attend is $9 for adults; $5 for 
children. carryouts are available. 

sophia spirituality center, 751 S. 
8th St., atchison, will host a silent 
directed retreat from aug. 5 - 10. 
come away for a time and expe-

rience the sacred through personal prayer 
and daily meetings with a Benedictine Sis-
ter who is a trained spiritual director. For 
more information or to register, call (913) 
360-6151 or visit the center’s website at: 
www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

“positive Aging expo: Healthy 
Mind, Body and spirit” will be 
held aug. 14 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
at the jewish community cen-

ter, 5801 W. 115th St., overland Park. 
active and informative sessions include 
exercise, positive mental health, hobbies, 
family caregiving and aging with happi-
ness. there is no cost to attend. annarose 
Ingarra-milch, author of the bestseller 
“lunch with lucille,” will deliver the key-
note address. Bring a lunch or order on-
line at: www.jfskc.org/expo or call cindy 
at (913) 327-8250. Sponsored by catholic 
charities of Kansas city - St. joseph and 
jewish Family Services of Greater Kansas 
city.

a 5K cross-country run/walk, 
pancake breakfast and fami-
ly fun day will be held aug. 16 
at st. thomas Aquinas High 

school, 11411 Pflumm rd., overland Park. 
the day will benefit the Guardian angel 
Fund. Features include a stroller strut, 
middle school roundup, kids’ fun run, and 
the mikey needleman Band. For more in-
formation, visit the website at: www.sta 
saints.net/SaintsStampede.

sts. peter and paul parish, 411 
Pioneer, Seneca, will host a par-
ish picnic on aug. 31. a roast beef 
and ham dinner will be served be-

ginning at 4:30 p.m. the cost to attend 
is $8 for adults; $5 for children. carryout 
meals will be available. Bingo, conces-
sions, games, a beer garden, a live auction 
and a teen dance will follow. the auction 
will begin at 8:30 p.m.
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“C’mon, c’mon 
— it’s either 
one or the 
other.”

That’s the caption under 
an old Far Side cartoon 
that shows a devil with 
a pitchfork jammed into 
the back of a man stand-
ing before two doors: one 
labeled “Damned if you do”; 
the other, “Damned if you 
don’t.” It’s such a favorite of 
mine that I have it in a little 
frame in my office. Truer 
words were never spoken.

Anyone involved in lead-
ership, education, writing 
or parenting has felt that 
prod of the devil’s pitchfork 
now and then. It’s the clas-
sic no-win situation. 

The same point is driven 
home in a story about a 
couple — let’s call them 
Jack and Jill — who recently 
married. Jack was commit-
ted to having a marriage for 
the new millennium, where 
there were equal roles for 
equal partners.

With that in mind, the 
first morning back from 
their honeymoon, Jack 
brought Jill breakfast in 
bed. Jill was not impressed 
with his culinary skills. She 
looked down at the tray 
with disdain and growled, 
“Poached? I wanted a 
scrambled egg.”

Undaunted, the next 
morning, Jack brought his 

beloved a scrambled egg. 
Jill was having none of it 
and said, “Do you think I 
don’t like variety? I wanted 
poached this morning.”

Determined to please his 
true love the next morning, 
Jack thought, “Third time’s 
the charm,” and brought Jill 
two eggs — one scrambled 
and one poached.

“Ta-da! Here, my love,” 
Jack cooed. “Enjoy!”

Jill looked at the plate 
and sniffed, “You scrambled 
the wrong egg!”

Based on the above story, 
maybe we should modify 
the phrase today to simply 
say: “Damned . . . no matter 
what you do.” It’s wearying 
to read the Letters to the 
Editor section of the news-
paper anymore. No one, it 
seems, can ever do anything 
right these days. At least 
in the newspaper, though, 
there is a diligent editor 

keeping things civil. Things 
are much worse on the In-
ternet. People, it seems, will 
comment about anything on 
any site. And online, things 
can quickly devolve into a 
“vicious fest.”

Nobody, it seems, is safe 
from someone’s disapprov-
al. On page 7 of this issue is 
a story about Pope Francis 
meeting at the Vatican 
with six people who ex-
perienced the trauma of 
clerical sexual abuse. Hard 
to argue with him doing 
that, right? Wrong. Some 
people complained that it 
took him long enough to 
finally get around to having 
this meeting with victims, 
while others said that it was 
merely a symbolic, worth-
less gesture that really 
won’t change anything and 
might do more harm to the 
victims than good.

Well, as always, Pope 
Francis did what his heart 
led him to do. He met with 
these victims, one on one, 
in private and with “no hur-
ry . . . no clock watching.” 
Victims were free to tell 
their stories — or “what-
ever they wanted to say.” 
The pope, it was reported, 
listened intently. Contrary 
to the naysayers, the meet-
ing was a turning point for 
many of the visitors.

Years ago, I remem-
ber Mother Teresa being 

criticized because she only 
dealt with the abandoned 
dying on the streets of 
Calcutta, but didn’t do any-
thing to change the unjust 
system that put people in 
such dire straits. (I suspect 
the people she and the Mis-
sionaries of Charity took 
care of might offer a dif-
ferent story.) Besides faith, 
one of the things that I’m 
sure kept Mother Teresa 
going were the words post-
ed on a wall in a children’s 
home run by the Mission-
aries. Although mistak-
enly attributed to Mother 
Teresa, those inspirational 
words were actually written 
by Dr. Kent M. Keith and 
are called “The Paradoxical 
Commandments.” (You can 
find the complete list online 
at: www.paradoxicalcom-
mandments.com.)

Two of the more appro-
priate ones for here are: 

• If you do good, people 
may accuse you of selfish, 
ulterior motives. Do good 
anyway.

• Give the world the best 
you have and you may get 
kicked in the teeth. Give the 
world the best anyway.

You know, I bet that if 
God himself came down to 
earth, there would be some 
people, somewhere, that 
would find fault with him. 
Oh, wait, they did ….
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fAther 
marK golDaSich
Father mark goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred heart Parish in tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of the leaven since 1989.

MArK MY WOrDS

God: the perfect example of justice and mercy combined

fAther miKe StubbS
Father mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from harvard 
university.

IN The beGINNING

SCrIPTure reADINGS

Sixteenth WeeK in orDinary time

July 20
Sixteenth SunDay in orDinary time
Wis 12: 13, 16-19
Ps 86: 5-6, 9-10, 15-16
rom 8: 26-27
mt 13: 24-43

July 21
Lawrence of Brindisi, priest, 
doctor of the church
mi 6: 1-4, 6-8
Ps 50: 5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23
mt 12: 38-42

July 22
mary magdalene
mi 7: 14-15, 18-20
Ps 85: 2-8
Jn 20: 1-2, 11-18

July 23
Bridget of Sweden, religious
Jer 1: 1, 4-10
Ps 71: 1-4a, 5-6b, 15, 17
mt 13: 1-9

July 24
Sharbel Makhlaf, priest
Jer 2: 1-3, 7-8, 12-13
Ps 36: 6-7b, 8-11
mt 13: 10-17

July 25
JameS, aPoStle
2 cor 4: 7-15
Ps 126: 1b, 2-6
mt 20: 20-28

July 26
Joachim and anne, parents of 
the blessed virgin mary
Jer 7: 1-11
Ps 84: 3-6a, 8a, 11
mt 13: 24-30

Seventeenth WeeK in orDinary time

July 27
Seventeenth SunDay in orDinary time
1 Kgs 3: 5, 7-12
Ps 119: 57, 72, 76-77, 127-130
rom 8: 28-30
mt 13: 44-52

July 28
monday
Jer 13: 1-11
(Ps) Dt 32: 18-21
mt 13: 31-35

July 29
martha
Jer 14: 17-22
Ps 79: 8-9, 11, 13
Jn 11: 19-27

July 30
Peter Chrysologus, bishop, 
Jer 15: 10, 16-21
Ps 59: 2-4, 10-11, 17-18
mt 13: 44-46

July 31
ignatius of loyola, priest
Jer 18: 1-6
Ps 146: 1b-6b
mt 13: 47-53

aug. 1
alphonsus liguori, bishop, doctor of the 
church
Jer 26: 1-9
Ps 69: 5, 8-10, 14
mt 13: 54-58

aug. 2
Eusebius of Vercelli, bishop; 
Peter Julian Eymard, priest
Jer 26: 11-16, 24
Ps 69: 15-16, 30-31, 33-34
mt 14: 1-12

POPe FrANCIS
People were drawn to Jesus because he was a good 

shepherd — not a moralist, not power-hungry, not a 
revolutionary and not a hermit, Pope Francis said. Jesus 
“wasn’t embarrassed about talking to sinners, he went 
to find them” and he felt joy going out, getting close 
to the people, listening to their problems and offering 

them healing, the pope said during an early morning 
mass June 26 in the chapel of his residence, the Domus 
Sanctae marthae. 

Jesus also clearly and forcefully spoke the truth 
about god in ways that “astonished” those who lis-
tened, warming their hearts so they’d come to love “the 
things of god,” he said. according to vatican radio, the 
pope looked at why so many people came to follow 

Jesus during his lifetime and not the many religious 
authorities at the time. the Pharisees, the pope said, 
overburdened the people with laws and requirements 
that could often be contradictory and, therefore, “cru-
el” because it was impossible to adhere to every single 
moral rule.

— cnS

The saying “might 
makes right” cyn-
ically maintains 
that the powerful 

get to determine morality 
— and the weak must live 
according to it. The same 
philosophy teaches that the 
victors write the history 
of the war in such a way as 
to make themselves look 
virtuous. 

Hundreds of years before 
Christ, Thucydides ex-
pressed this idea in his “His-
tory of the Peloponnesian 
War.” Such a view easily 
leads to social Darwinism, 
in which survival of the 
fittest also means survival 
of the best  — that is to say, 
best in the moral sense. It’s 
just what nature intended.

Sunday’s first reading 
—Wis 12:13, 16-19 — might 
lead us to believe that this 
approach also holds true for 

God. The author addresses 
God and writes: “For your 
might is the source of jus-
tice; your mastery over all 
things makes you lenient to 
all. . . . But though you are 
master of might, you judge 
with clemency, and with 
much lenience you govern 
us.”

According to the Book 
of Wisdom, God’s almighty 
power frees God up to 

show mercy to us. God has 
no need to feel defensive. 
God has no need to fear any 
harm from anyone. Conse-
quently, God can treat us 
with justice, and even mer-
cy, if so desired. In other 
words, the Book of Wisdom 
would rephrase the saying, 
“might makes right” to read 
“might enables right.”

This calls to mind the 
theological question that 
asks: “Is justice simply 
whatever God desires? Or 
is justice something extrin-
sic to God, but something 
which, in God’s total good-
ness, has been endorsed 
by God? In other words, is 
justice a matter of God’s 
arbitrary will? Is God the 
ultimate benevolent dicta-
tor? Or, is God the best of 
all possible citizens, obey-
ing the laws of the universe 
and enforcing them?”

Such an approach ig-
nores our belief that God 
has created everything. All 
things, even justice, origi-
nate from God. At the same 
time, that justice does not 
proceed from a fickle and 
capricious whim of God, 
but from the depths of 
God’s being, which is love. 

Both justice and mer-
cy have issued forth from 
the wellspring of God’s 
compassion. The human 
mind tends to separate the 
two, but, in God, justice 
and mercy are inextricably 
bound together. 

In that, God provides us 
with a model to imitate and 
a goal to which we aspire. 
As the reading tells us, in 
addressing God: “And you 
taught your people, by 
these deeds, that those who 
are just must be kind.”

doing good can sometimes be a pain
Lee and joanne (treiber) stanley, 

members of St. 
aloysius Parish, 
meriden, will cel-
ebrate their 60th 
wedding anniver-
sary with family 
on july 27. the 
couple was mar-
ried on july 31, 
1954, at assump-
tion church, to-
peka. their chil-
dren and their 

spouses are: doug (deceased) and Sheryl 
Stanley, Wichita; david Stanley, oskaloo-
sa; Brenda and terry lister, topeka; Susan 
Grey, valley Falls; mark Stanley, topeka; 
Kellie and les Puderbaugh, Independence; 
and Scott and Wendi Stanley, ozawkie. 
they also  have 19 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren. cards may be sent 
to:  6676 Shawnee lane, ozawkie, KS 
66070.

Lee and Diane (Laufketter) Frerk-
er, members of 
church of the 
ascension Par-
ish in overland 
Park, will cele-
brate their 50th 
wedding anniver-
sary on aug. 1. 
the couple was 
married aug. 1, 
1964, at St. luke 
the evangelist 
church in St. 

louis by lee’s uncle, Father edward Wes-
termann, and cousin, Father john Schaef-
fer. their children and their spouses are: 
lisa and jeff austin, overland Park; amy 
craig, St. louis; and Phil and nikki Frerker, 
leawood. they also have 11 grandchildren. 
they renewed their vows at the golden 
wedding celebration at the cathedral of 
St. Peter in Kansas city, Kansas, and had a 
family celebration with their children and 
grandchildren.

charlene (Ladish) and jim enneking, 
m e m b e r s 
of holy an-
gels Parish, 
B a s e h o r , 
will cele-
brate their 
50th wed-
ding anni-
versary on 
july 25. the 

couple was married on july 25, 1964, at 
St. Benedict church, Kansas city, Kansas. 
their children and their spouses are: Brian 
and rhonda enneking; cynthia and Bruce 
reynolds; and melanie and Scott thomp-
son. they also have seven grandchildren.
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mt. cAlvArY
camila aguilera
christine e. babich
robert J. beecher, Jr.
louis l. bratty
hortensia i. camareno
Juan chacon
albert m. cornelison
robert F. courtney ii
larry De celles
thomas c. De celles
antonio J. Diaz, Sr
ronald J. evans
eleanor m. Flanagan
Dorothy S. Farmer
mary c. garcia
genevieve m. garstecki
rupert r. geier
thomas e. glavinich
mary r. gloden
maurice l. harnett
Dianna l. headrick
blia y. her
John e. hirsch
ernest g. Jeselnik
eugene J. Kubicki
Donald a. lipovac
Jessie P. lopez

concha m. macias
William J. marnett
Donald e. martinac
Dorothy J. medved
isabelle r. milcinovic
martin r. modrcin
Federico olea monarez
theresa murillo
miley navarron
Dolores m. rabuse
Felipe ramirez
Juanita i. ramirez
Pete reyes
ruth m. reyes
Julia m. robles
David e. Sachen
Jon h. Seufert
mary h. Shultz
Floyd a. Smith
Juanita m. Sostarich
elizabeth a. Storm
William  townsend, Jr.
ann m. Zager

reSurrection
Jill m. arnold
James l. barry
Donald a. bieger

hobert biermann
robert F. l. biga
ann m. bird
mary e. black
mildred a. brawley
violeta o. brown
chom chang
Stanley F. chrzanowski
Joseph clement
Kevin W. crow
linda c. Daniels
Karen r. Davis
mary F. Diebold
luella J. Doherty
Patricia a. Drosenos
carol b. edwards
Kathleen a. eide
mary D. Fields
larry g. First
ann D. Fischbach
Peyton marie Fish
Donald l. Fitch
gerald m. Fleming
caroline Faith Fornal
William l. galey
Patrick D. gaston
essie y. gest
Jack J. green

christopher J. gross
margaret a. gustafson
elizabeth a. hagedorn
emily elizabeth hall
marianne F. halliday
rose m. hamam
gloria a. hanch
John l. hanson
richard h. hanson
Josemaria t. avila lucia heap
mary belle hickey
John Paul miki Jiron
helen J. Joyce
bassam Juzdan
William Kalahurka
carol P. Keller
madison marie Keller
William e. Kennedy
Dorothy J. Knighton
Keith J. Kwapiszeski
mildred m. lanzrath
Jesus S. lee
helen m. lynch
isaiah ray lynde
liam James cecilia mccall
Pamela r. molnar
cassie P. morffi
Jack K. nagel

mary ann nagel
benjamin carl nelson
Katherine m. o’connor
mary J. o’leary
helen m. owen
John J. rieke, Sr.
mary e. meenahan ruehlen
John e. rynard
Susan K. Schmelitz
margaret m. Schmidt
yvonne F. Schnittker
Patrick e. Schweiger
vinayak Singh
John F. Sullivan
Kathleen m. tierney
ida a. urenda
marilyn J. vanhyning
virginia P. volk
christian J. Watson
thelma l. Willhite

St. JoSePh
lillian t. bodde
michael l. calcara
albert c. chown
buford c. Daffron
robert J. Dehaemers
teresa l. DeWitte

James e. ladesich
Delilah m. lispi
robert J. maurer
george m. Pechar
Frieda b. van Walleghem

St. John KcK
mary Jo Poehler

St. John, lenexA
Walter l. boehm
leonard F. haefele
helen l. Wise

mt. cAlvArY 
olAthe
anna e. brooks
Francis J. clark

GAte of heAven
richard e. allen
Joseph J. bidnick ii
manuel F. blancarte
John g. brandt
charles P. Ford
Juanita e. hernandez
Patrick g. malott
henry W. Pennock

For persons buried or entombed from April 14, 2014 through 
July 13, 2014 at one of our Catholic Cemeteries in 

Wyandotte and Johnson Counties.

Holy redeemer chapel - 9 a.m.
Gate of Heaven cemetery

126th and Parallel Parkway, Kansas city, Kan.

Holy Family chapel - 9 a.m.
resurrection cemetery

83rd and Quivera rd., lenexa

MeMoRIAl MASSeS • AuguSt 2

7/14

real eState
Wanted to buy: i neeD houSeS! i buy them as is, 
with no repairs. you can even leave behind what you 
don’t want. We buy houses that need foundation or 
roof repair. all sales are cash with no strings attached. 
Please call mark edmondson at (913) 980-4905. holy 
trinity Parish member.  

home for sale - 5 br, 4-1/2 ba beauty located two 
blocks from St. Thomas Aquinas High School. Has 
been totally remodeled with fresh paint inside and 
out, new granite countertops and new stainless steel 
appliances. new flooring with hardwoods, tile and 
carpet throughout. two utility areas — one on sec-
ond floor and one in basement. also new roof, drive, 
landscaping, lighting and hardware. call Wayne at 
(913) 710-5820.
                                                                                                      

vacation
branson getaway - Walk-in condo on Pointe royale 
golf course. Sleeps 6. close to lakes and entertain-
ment. Fully furnished. Pool and hot tub available. no 
cleaning fee. nightly and weekly rates. Discounts 
available. call (913) 515-3044.

miScellaneouS
Our lady of hope. catholics with an anglican and 
methodist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors wel-
come.  mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. therese little 
Flower, 5814 euclid, Kansas city, mo. Fulfills Sunday 
obligation. Father ernie Davis. Dr. bruce Prince-Jo-
seph, organist. For more information, send an email 
to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call (816) 729-6776.

ANNIVerSArY NOTICeS
Send notices to: the leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas city, KS 66109, attn: anniversa-
ries; or send an email to: todd@theleaven.com. 

Monthly Holy rosary rallies 
of Greater Kansas city

join us for the monthly holy rosary 
rallies of Greater Kansas city in honor 
of our lady of Fatima in reparation for 
sins to help restore God’s peace to the 
hearts of mankind

all rallies run from 3 to 4:15 pm and include 
praying the joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious mys-
teries plus Benediction and opportunity to en-
roll in the Brown Scapular

visit our Website for all Future dates: 
www.rosaryrallieskc.org

August 17, 2014
st. Mary - st. Anthony parish

615 N 7th street Kansas city, Ks 66101

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555
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Praise on 
the Prairie

The threat of nearby storms couldn’t stop this praise on the prairie, as Father bruce 
Ansems celebrated Mass to conclude the day.

Teens were encouraged to pray for and encourage one another during one break in the day. 

Archdiocesan youth, ranging from grades 7 - 12, enjoy a water balloon toss at Praise on the Prairie in rural St. Marys. Participants enjoyed a day of fun, including games, music by The Mikey Needleman 
band, a barbecue dinner, nationally known speaker Mary bielski, and a concluding outdoor Mass. This is the first year for Praise on the Prairie. 

Speaker Mary bielski fires up the crowd to kick off the day. bielski travels the country speaking to Catholic 
teens, encouraging a deeper relationship with God. 
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rally draws youth from surrounding 
parishes to first-ever


